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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.


	2010_CoolestSchools_Cover2
	cool_schools_final

	Text1: Oregon State University
	Text2: Brandon Trelstad, Sustainability Coordinator
	Text3: 541-737-3307
	Text4: brandon.trelstad@oregonstate.edu
	Text5: Corvallis, OR
	Text6: 21,969
	Text7: BT
	Text8: 3-19-10
	Text9: 19
	Text10: 5
	Text11: 
	Text12: 29
	Text13: 
	Text14: 3
	Text15: 14
	Text16: 
	Text17: 29
	Text18: Biogas
	Text19: 
	Text20: 
	Text21: 95
	Text22: 5
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 
	Text26: The OSU Energy Center will come online in 2010, and will generate about 50% of OSU's electricity on campus from a natural gas-fired turbine and heat recovery steam generator.  This will decrease OSU's emissions from electricity by about 30% and reduce losses from transmission.  The "waste" heat from making electricity on campus will be used to heat campus buildings, thereby increasing overall efficiency of energy use significantly.  The Energy Center will nearly eliminate OSU's reliance on electricity generated from coal. The Energy Center also has the capability to burn renewable fuels like methane and biodiesel, when those fuels are available.  
	Text27: 100
	Text28: The State of Oregon requires that state facilities be silver or better.  One building (Kearney Hall), representing about 33% of the buildings completed in the last three years, is certified LEED Gold.   We have several older buildings that are LEED certified as well, some Gold.  The OSU Energy Center, mentioned above, is expected to be LEED Gold or Platinum when certified. 
	Text29: 0
	Text30: 
	Text31: 65
	Text32: 
	Text33: 
	Text34: Unknown
	Text35: We are adding several conservation and efficiency programs to many existing programs.  There is more than can fit in this space.  Here are some summaries.   We perform two primary tracks of energy/sustainability audits, both involving students and educating building occupants about efficiency opportunities and conservation practices.  http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/assessment     We have large scale lighting retrofit projects scheduled for summer 2010 in 10 major buildings, totaling nearly 250,000 in projected work.     Our Feb.2010 Building Energy Challenge was a huge success in getting behavior change that resulted in savings as high as 32% for one building's total electricity use: http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/building-energy-challenge-winter-2010 We have also tried innovative solutions like interior acrylic storm windows for thermal performance.
	Text36: 12
	Text37: This number is for food that was grown and raised locally.  In addition, 17% of our expenditures are for food that is processed locally.
	Text38: 5
	Text39: 
	Text40: Yes, 100%.  No seafood on the Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch list is purchased. 
	Text41: 
	Text42: Percent unknown, this is not a standard metric.  Every meal has a vegetarian entree option, and we have over 20 clearly labeled vegan items daily. 
	Text43: Yes.  Please see last response.  
	Text44: Yes, it is sold currently, but there is a student campaign getting started to ban the sales of bottled water on campus. 
	Text45: We have three sites on campus that teach organic farming and permaculture.  Details: http:// cropandsoil.oregonstate.edu/organic_grower/index.html and http://www.beaverstatepermaculture.com/
	Text46: As Oregon's land, sea, space and sun grant institution (Cornell is the only other school with all 4 designations), OSU offers extensive depth of natural resources and sustainability centers, institutes and programs.  There is not room in this box to list everything.  There is a full report here: http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/sites/default/files/docs/inrreport.pdfPlease see pdf pages 27-29 for degrees listed.  
	Text47: As in the previous question, there are too many to list here.  Please see the report linked above, and especially the following links for sustainability related courses:For 10-11 (list under construction) http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/course-listFor 09-10: http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/inr-courslist   In the last link, please note the other locations: Cascades, ECampus and Hatfield Marine Science Ctr.
	Text48: Yes, Links provided in the previous response.  
	Text49: Please see list of press releases updated in real time at http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/Please see also: http://poweredbyorange.com/2010/01/25/watch-powered-by-orange/  (left column)  and  http://oregonstate.edu/terra/2010/winter 
	Text50: Yes, there are many CIPs listed here:  http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/sites/default/files/docs/inrreport.pdf   PDF pages 21-24Of the 82 CIPs, 13 (16 percent) link two or more dimensions of sustainability. 
	Text51: Not yet, but there is a proposal to create what we're calling an environmental literacy requirement in the Baccalaureate Core for next academic year. 
	Text52: 
	Text53: Unknown, but we are calculating this for the first time this year, as part of our participation with AASHE's STARS program, and building the course lists as mentioned above. 
	Text54: No formal over-arching policy is in place, but we have a recycled paper policy and for large equipment purchases our purchasing agents screen equipment by efficiency.  
	Text55: 50
	Text56: Some, but number unknown. 
	Text57: Yes, our Community Network computer support group, which supports over 60% of campus computing needs, purchases EPEAT certified machines.  Policy/data are not available for the remaining 40%. 
	Text58: Our custodial contractor has implemented practices that reduce waste through volume and bulk purchasing as well as concentrated cleaning agents.  
	Text59: Not in every case. 
	Text60: Yes.  We provide a campus shuttle that is free for all riders.  Our agreements with Corvallis Transit System also allow all OSU affiliates (students, faculty, staff, and others) to ride free on the system.  We have similar agreements in place with all 4 of our local transit agencies.  OSU is also listed under the Best Workplaces for Commuters program. More details about all our transportation programs here: http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/transportation 
	Text61: We have covered bike parking and as part of new development, 50% of bike parking must be covered.  We participate in and host several annual events including the Bike Commute Challenge, Fall Campus Challenge, August in Motion and others where prizes are given away for those who use their bikes.  We also offer bike lockers, showers, etc.  More: http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/transportationWe have a new program called the Bike Collective that goes beyond university walls to support bikers in the community  http://www.corvallisecowiki.com/corvallisbikecoop/ We have an Alternative Transportation Advisory Committee that is largely bike focused. http://oregonstate.edu/groups/atac/ 
	Text62: Many are mentioned in question 2 above, but additionally, we charge for car parking and are decreasing the number of car parking spaces on campus.  We also offer preferential parking for vanpools and many other incentives.  We have a complete list on the Best Workplaces for Commuters website: http://www.bestworkplaces.org/  and at http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/transportation
	Text63: 20
	Text64: 
	Text65: 70
	Text66: 
	Text67: 52
	Text68: 
	Text69: Yes, we have an extensive network of recycling locations. 
	Text70: Yes.  Additionally, a pickup crew after the even separates recyclables and trash. 
	Text71: Yes, all three dining centers have compost service and collection and there are some collection locations in addition to those in the dining centers. 
	Text72: Yes.  We do not have a formalized plan but OSU Campus Recycling's mission is a zero waste campus.  http://recycle.oregonstate.edu/index.cfm
	Text73: Yes, we have programs in place for move out at the end of each term, with the largest push in June at the end of the year.  We have bins in place for recycling, books, clothes collection, appliances (for recycling and reuse), and furniture.  This is done with dozens of community and campus volunteers across campus in every res. hall. 
	Text74: For a list of planning and policy statements, check here: http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/planpolicyMost notably, OSU's Strategic Plan calls out sustainability specifically, in several areas including academics, research, outreach and operations: http://oregonstate.edu/leadership/strategicplan/
	Text75: We have two full time positions in the OSU Sustainability Office.  This does not count positions in Campus Recycling or any student workers.  If you count those two additional groups, we have almost 20 FTE working on institutional sustainability issues.  
	Text76: Yes, as signatories of the American College and University President's Climate Commitment, we have created and submitted a Climate Plan in which OSU targets climate neutrality by 2025.  Please read the one page executive summary on page 8 of the following: http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/sites/default/files/docs/osuclimateplan2009.pdf
	Text77: Yes, we have completed three standardized GHG inventories that have been recognized as some of the best in the region and served as a reporting model for other campuses:  http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/measurement-reportingWe issue these reports annually. 
	Text78: Between Fiscal Year 2007 and 2008, we reduced emissions 29.6%.Between Fiscal Year 2008 and 2009, we reduced emissions 6.7%.We are currently constructing a 1990 baseline and will have that info available this summer.  
	Text79: Yes, Information is on the school website and is accessible to the public.http://osufoundation.org/about/financial/documents/endowment_holdings.pdf
	Text80: Yes.  During FY09, the OSU Foundation undertook an extensive RFP process to select a new investment consulting firm.  Our Investment Committee (a subcommittee of our Board of Trustees) considered environmental/sustainability factors in its selection process.
	Text81: We are not currently invested in any traditionally "environmentally responsible investments."  We are, however, currently exploring investment in the following areas (a) Renewable energy funds or similar investment vehicles; (b) Community development financial institutions or community development loan funds; and (c) On-campus energy and/or water efficiency projects through the endowment (as an investment and not as a payout)
	Text82: We have had a wide variety of student engagement at the state and local level.  Our students have been involved in the Sierra Student Coalition and have formed the Cascade Climate Network.  On a more local level, OSU students are the leading force behind the Corvallis Community Energy Project, a group committed to reducing energy use and creating community around energy issues in Corvallis.  See more at http://energizecorvallis.org/index/    Students at OSU have started the Student Sustainability Initiative several years ago, which is now a national model for student engagement and collaboration.  SSI has spun off multiple meaningful programs including a revolving loan fund, funded a large renewable energy purchase, bike coop and much more: http://recycle.oregonstate.edu/ssi/ and http://sites.google.com/site/osussi/
	Text83: An engineering group received an honorable mention by the EPA P3 program.  Other competitions have been local or on campus, such as the recycled fashion show, Building Energy Challenge, etc.  For more information, please contact the Sustainability Coordinator. 
	Text84: Yes, as part of the Campus Master Plan OSU must protect natural areas and build more densely rather than spreading out.  We have an urban stream on campus and have taken extensive steps to protect and restore it, including ongoing volunteer events coordinated by OSU students and staff.  We have a section of our website dedicated to this work: http://oregonstate.edu/sustainability/natural-feature 
	Text85: We have IAQ policies and practices, but they do not specifically restrict cleaning supplies. http://oregonstate.edu/ehs/safety-instructions 
	Text86: Yes, extensively and from multiple sources.  A major part of this is through OSU Extension: http://oregon.4h.oregonstate.edu/outdoor-education-and-recreation Recreational Sports Adventure Leadership Institute, a variety of facilities, classes, programs, and services that support educational and leadership experiences outside the classroom: http://oregonstate.edu/recsports/adventure-leadership-instituteThe Spring Creek Project (writing and learning): http://springcreek.oregonstate.edu/Permaculture: http://www.beaverstatepermaculture.com/   and many more
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